
Sacred Heart Progression of English skillsEach year builds on the child’s previous learning, therefore prior sentences, punctuation and grammar should be revisited to remind the children.
E.g. Yr 4 children should know all the sentences, grammar & punctuation for Y1, 2, and 3. Emerging in the year above should not be given unless the new sentences are present in work.


	 
	Sentences
	Punctuation
	Grammar

	Nursery
	Simple sentence: The man walked his dog.



	Know that their name has a capital letter
	Leave spaces between words

	Rec,n
	Simple sentence: The man walked his dog.
Short descriptive sentence: The old man walked his black dog.

	 Know that every sentence begins with a capital letter
	



	Begin most sentences with a capital letter

	
	
	Paragraphing: Write demarcated sentences [as introduction to paragraphs]. 

	

	
	
	Handwriting: Use correct grip. Write name (correct upper & lower case). 
Use correct letter formation for familiar words.
	

	Year 1
	1. Simple sentence: The man walked his dog.
1. Short descriptive sentence: The old man walked his black dog.
1. Conjunction sentence: The man walked his dog and fed his cat.
	Begin to punctuate sentences using a capital letter, a full stop, question marks and exclamation marks. 
Begin to use capital letters for names and the possessive pronoun ‘I’.

	Leave spaces between words;
Use capital letters for the names of people, places, the days of the week and the pronoun, ‘I’.
Understand the words: noun (as an object or naming word), verb (as a doing or happening word), adjectives (words used to describe nouns).
Join words and sentences using and.

	
	1. 
	Paragraphing: Write a sequence of sentences to form a short narrative [as introduction to paragraphs].
	

	
	1. 
	Handwriting: Use correct formation of lower case – finishing in right place. 
Use correct formation of capital letters. 
Use correct formation of digits.
	

	Year 2
	1. 2A Sentence: The tired, old man walked his dog: Question Sentence: Why did the old man walk his dog?
2. Connective Sentence: Next the old man walked his dog.
3. List Sentence: Mrs Moore went to the shop and bought some sweets, some fruit, some bread and lots of chocolate.
4. Speech Sentence: “Why are you walking so slowly?” said the old man.
5. 4A Sentence: The tired, old man walked his smelly, lazy dog.
	Use of familiar punctuation: capital letters and full stops;
Use of exclamation marks, question marks, commas for lists (inc in between adjectives in 2A or 4A sentences);
Use of apostrophes for contractions: it is = it’s/did not = didn’t etc
The possessive apostrophe (singular nouns) 
Use of inverted commas to punctuate speech: (entry Year 3).
	

	



	Recognise and begin to use sentences with different forms: statement, question, exclamation or command.
Use expanded noun phrases to describe and specify, give more detail to a noun e.g. 2A sentence, expand before first noun,
4A sentences expand before 1st and 2nd noun.
Use a range of conjunctions/connectives to extend sentences. E.g. (when, if, that, because) or (and, or, but)/
	    
	 





Encourage use of standard written English and correct mis-use.
Use and understand technical vocabulary;
	


Noun – as an object or naming word
Verb – as a doing or happening word
Adjective – words to describe a noun
Phrase – small group of word used to add meaning or interest.
Adverb – words to describe a verb.
Pronouns – words which replace nouns.
Use correct choice and consistent use of past and present tense in writing.
Use the progressive form of verb to show an action is in progress

	
	6. 
		Paragraphing:  Write under headings. 



	

	
	7. 
	Handwriting:  Write lower case letters correct size relative to one another. Show evidence of diagonal & horizontal strokes to join.
	

	Year 3
	1. BOYS Sentence: (but, yet, so): The old man walked his dog, so he could get some fresh air.
2. Simile Sentence: The air was as still as a statue, as the old man walked his dog.
3. List Sentence: (noun phrases): The old man with the grey, straggly hair walked his dog.
4. Extra Information Sentence: The old man, who was tired and grumpy, walked his dog. 
5. Preposition sentence: Behind the door, stood an ancient, wooden grandfather clock.
6. Adverb sentence: Suddenly, the boat plunged sideways.
	Become more accurate in use of inverted commas to punctuate speech.
The possessive apostrophe (singular and plural nouns).
Use of commas for lists and within List, BOYS and Extra Information Sentences. 
Use of commas after fronted adverbials, During the night,….Below the table,… Slowly and calmly,….

	Use conjunctions/connectives (when, before after etc), adverbs (soon, therefore) and prepositions (during, in etc), to express time, place and cause within sentences.
Use expanded noun phrases to describe and specify: give more detail to a noun: list sentences. 
Use features of written and spoken Standard English.
Use fronted adverbials: used at the beginning of a sentence to give detail about, when, where or how: Later that day….., Slowly…., Behind the shed….
Extend the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider range of conjunctions (for example, BOYS sentences)..
Use of the present perfect form of verbs instead of the simple past. He went out to play. (simple past) He has gone out to play. (Use of auxiliary verb before main verb).  This could be referred to as a ‘verb phrase’ e.g. ‘has gone out’.
Use and understand the words: noun (as an object or naming word); verb (as a doing or happening word); adjective (words used to describe nouns); phrase (small group of words used to add meaning or interest); adverb (words used to add meaning to adjectives or verbs: when, where or how), preposition (a word used with a noun or pronoun to show direction, location or time).

	
	7. 
	Paragraphing:   Group ideas into basic paragraphs. 
Write under headings & sub-headings.
	

	
	8. 
		Handwriting:  Increase legibility, consistency and fluency. 



	

	Year 4
	1. BOYS Sentence: (but, yet, so): The old man walked his dog, so he could get some fresh air.
2. Simile Sentence: The air was as still as a statue, as the old man walked his dog.
3. List Sentence: (noun phrases): The old man with the grey, straggly hair walked his dog. (Exit Year 3)
4. Extra Information Sentence: The old man, who was tired and grumpy, walked his dog. (Exit Year 3
5. 3 ed Sentence: Frightened, terrified, confused, the man walked his dog.
6. Verb, person Sentence: Crying, Stanley walked his dog.
7. Ad, same ad Sentence: He was a tired old man, tired of walking.
8. Short, sharp sentence: He had been walking the dog for miles. Suddenly he stopped. 
	Use of more specific and accurate punctuation within speech sentences: comma after the reported clause, The conductor shouted, end punctuation within inverted commas, “Sit down!”
	



	Choose nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion, to avoid ambiguity and repetition.
Building on from Year 3: Use of adjectives, nouns and preposition phrases to expand noun phrases: i.e. the teacher becomes: the strict maths teacher with the curly hair. 
Building on from Year 3 (use of adverbials to extend sentences), write sentences that are made up of more than one clause. For example, children should be taught that a compound sentence is made up of 2 main clauses and a complex sentence is made up of a main clause and a subordinate clause. 
Use a wider range of conjunctions/connectives to join clauses in compound or complex sentence e.g. when, if, because, although.
Use of reported speech as well as direct speech.
Use and understand the words: noun (as an object or naming word); verb (as a doing or happening word); adjective (words used to describe nouns); phrase (small group of words used to add meaning or interest); adverb (words used to add meaning to adjectives or verbs: when, where or how), preposition (a word used with a noun or pronoun to show direction, location or time); pronoun: word that replaces the name of a living thing, place or object; determiner: words which come at the beginning of a noun phrase: the, those, the, whose etc.
Understand and use the term clause and subordinate clause. (Main clause can make sense as a sentence by itself; subordinate clause needs main clause to make sense).

	
	9. 
	Paragraphing: 
Use paragraphs to organised ideas around a theme. 
Use connecting adverbs to link paragraphs.
	

	
	10. 
	Handwriting:
 Increase legibility, consistency and fluency.
	

	Year 5
	1. List Sentence: (noun phrases): The old man with the grey, straggly hair walked his dog. (Exit Year 3)
2. Extra Information Sentence: The old man, who was tired and grumpy, walked his dog. (Exit Year 3
3. 3 ed Sentence: Frightened, terrified, confused, the man walked his dog.
4. Verb, person Sentence: Crying, Stanley walked his dog.
5. Ad, same ad Sentence: He was a tired old man, tired of walking.
6. Short, sharp Sentence: He had been walking the dog for miles. Suddenly he stopped. 
7. De:De Sentence: (Description:Detail): The old man was exhausted: he hadn’t slept for hours.
8. 2 Pairs Sentence: Exhausted and hungry, cold and fed up, the man walked his dog.
9. The more, the more Sentence: The more he walked his dog, the more his dog whined and whinged.
Emotion word, (comma) Sentence: Exasperated, the old man walked his dog.
	 Use of commas to clarify meaning and avoid ambiguity. E.g. The Panda eats, shoots and leaves. The Panda eats shoots and leaves. The Panda eats shoots, and leaves.
Use of brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis (additional information).
Use of semi-colons to separate main clauses within compound sentences. 

	Use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph e.g. then, after, that, this, firstly etc.
Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time, later…, place, nearby…., and number, secondly… or tense choices, he had seen her before.
Use relative pronouns: who, whom, those, which, that etc.
Use relative clauses to specify which person or thing we mean e.g. who, which, whose, that e.g.. I have a friend who speaks five languages (no comma is used to separate the main clause from the relative clause).
Indicate degrees of possibility using adverbs e.g. perhaps, surely or modal verbs e.g. might, should, will, must.  
Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely.


	
	10. 
	Paragraphing: 
	Consistently organise into paragraphs. 
Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time (e.g. later), place (e.g. nearby) and number (secondly).



	

	
	11. 
	
	Handwriting: 
Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed. 



	

	Year 6
	1. List Sentence: (noun phrases) The old man with the grey, straggly hair walked his dog. (Exit Year 3)
2. Extra Information Sentence: The old man, who was tired and grumpy, walked his dog. (Exit Year 3
3. 3 ed Sentence: Frightened, terrified, confused, the man walked his dog.
4. Verb, person Sentence: Crying, Stanley walked his dog.
5. Ad, same ad Sentence: He was a tired old man, tired of walking.
6. Short, sharp Sentence: He had been walking the dog for miles. Suddenly he stopped. 
7. De:De Sentence: (Description:Detail): The old man was exhausted: he hadn’t slept for hours.
8. 2 Pairs Sentence: Exhausted and hungry, cold and fed up, the man walked his dog.
9. The more, the more Sentence: The more he waked his dog, the more his dog whined and whinged.
10. Emotion word, (comma) Sentence: Exasperated, the old man walked his dog.
11. 3 bad – (dash) question Sentence: Flatulence, greed, laziness - which was the dog’s worst trait?
12. Many Questions Sentence: What if it rained? It snowed? It thundered?
13. Imagine 3 examples: Sentence: Imagine if he never had to walk the dog again, when he could stay                                                 in by the fire, when he wouldn’t have to walk in the cold and the rain: he could hardly wait.
14. If, if, if, then Sentence: If he hadn’t gone out, if it had stopped raining, if the streetlight had been working, then it might never have happened.
15. Irony Sentence: They said that the dog was “the perfect pet”, so far it had wrecked his house and cost him a fortune.
	Use of the semi-colon, colon and dash to separate two main clauses: e.g. It’s raining; I’m fed up.
Use of the colon to introduce a list and use semi-colons within lists. e.g. At school he will learn to: tie his shoelaces; write his name; read a book and count.
Punctuate bullet points to list information.
Use of hyphens to avoid ambiguity e.g. A man eating shark versus A man-eating shark.

	Recognise vocabulary and structures that are appropriate to formal speech and writing, including subjunctive forms e.g. If I were… or Were they…..
Using passive verbs to affect the presentation of information in a sentence e.g. I broke the window in the greenhouse. versus The window in the greenhouse was broken (by me).
Link ideas across paragraphs using a wider range of cohesive devices: e.g. repetition of a word or phrase, use of adverbials such as, on the other hand, in contrast, as a consequence, as well as ellipsis.
Use and understand key grammatical terminology accurately and appropriately in discussing their reading and writing.


	
	16. 
	Paragraphing: 
Use wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs. 
Use paragraphs to signal change in time, scene, action, mood or person





	

	
	17. 
	Handwriting
[image: ]Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed.
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